On the order of vanishing of modular L-functions at the critical point par HENRYK IWANIEC 1 . Introduction
The nonvanishing of L-functions at special points is an attractive area of research in contemporary number theory, see [7] - [11] . One [6] on deformations of groups and was proved to be true for infinitely many cusp forms 9j by J.-M. Deshouillers and H. Iwaniec [3] . Another example is the Birch-SwinnertonDyer conjecture which asserts that the rank of the group of rational points on an elliptic curve E defined over Q is equal to the order of vanishing of the associated Hasse-Weil L-function L(s, E~ at s = 1 (the center of the critical strip).
Recently V.A. Kolyvagin [4] 
